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Ursula von der Leyen’s complicit silence on the war crimes committed against the people of Palestine 


16.10.2023 > Answer in writing 


Priority question for written answer P-003057/2023/rev.1 
to the Commission 

Rule 138 

Miguel Urban Crespo (The Left) 


Last Friday 13 October, the President of the European Commission travelled to Israel to meet the Israeli President, Isaac Herzog, and Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. Standing next to them, she declared that ‘how Israel responds will show that it is 
a democracy.’ Israel’s response was the killing of over 2 500 people and the injuring of a further 9 000 in less than a week. Israel has imposed a blockade, cutting off essential supplies and forcing people from their homes. Some NGOs report that Israel 
has even unleashed white phosphorous, the use of which has been condemned under international humanitarian law. This is a clear example of collective punishment of a civilian population, which Herzog himself declared a military objective in order to 
justify shelling in the Gaza Strip. This constitutes a war crime in the same vein as the attack on strategic civil infrastructure. 


In light of this: 


1. With what authority and mandate did the President of the Commission make the journey to Israel when the Council had not yet agreed on its position? 


2. Does Ursula von der Leyen’s refusal to criticise the war crimes being committed by Israel represent the collective position of the Commission on this matter? 
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Answer given by President von der Leyen on behalf of the European Commission 


13.12.2023 > Written question 


The President of the Commission travelled to Israel on 13 October 2023 to pass a message of solidarity in person, just days after the Hamas attack. 

As she stated, ‘only if we acknowledge Israel’s pain and its right to defend itself, will we have the credibility to say that Israel should react as a democracy, in line with international humanitarian law and that it is crucial to protect civilian lives[1].’ 
Moreover, indeed, during her visit, she discussed Israel's efforts to protect civilian lives and underlined that Europe will always be on the side of humanity and of human rights. 

In her public statements during her visit to the Kfar Azza kibbutz with the Speaker of the Knesset, she underlined that ‘we have to care for the Palestinian people in humanitarian needs.’ 


In her speech to the EU Heads of Delegation conference on 6 November 2023/2], the President stated: ‘All of us, as democracies and as human beings, have a responsibility to do everything possible to protect civilians, who are caught in harm’s way. 
Therefore, while Israel has the right to fight Hamas, it is also essential that it strives to avoid civilian casualties, and to be as targeted as possible. Because every human life matters, be it Israeli or Palestinian.’ 


The President announced on that occasion that the Commission’s humanitarian support to Palestinian civilians would be quadrupled to more than EUR 100 million. 


Since then, the President has undertaken multiple engagements, including visits to Egypt and Jordan on 18 and 19 November 2023, in support of urgent humanitarian action to alleviate the plight of the civilian Palestinian population of Gaza (and the 
West Bank). 


The President has also made clear her opposition to any forced displacement of Palestinians from Gaza. 


The collective position of the European Council, of which the President of the Commission is a member, has been reflected in the Conclusions of the European Council meeting of 26-27 October 2023[3] and the Statement of the Members of the 
European Council of 15 October 2023[4]. 


[1] Speech by President von der Leyen at the EP Plenary debate, https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/es/speech_23 5069 

[2] https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_23 5581 

[3] https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/67627/20241027-european-council-conclusions.pdf 

[4] https:/www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/10/15/statement-agreed-by-the-27-members-of-the-european-council-on-the-situation-in-the-middle-east/ 
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